Period of Trial and Hope
ed their efforts in this direction, and with the cooperation of other
parties succeeded in curbing their activities.
On the other hand, the Baghdad Pact countries, weakened by
the defection of Iraq from their ranks, were bolstered by the
United States with an assurance that she would cooperate with
them for their security and defense even "at great risk" if they
faced a threat similar to that of Lebanon.1* The United States had
earlier (in March 1957) joined the military committee of the
Baghdad Pact, enabling her to deploy air power to help hold cer-
tain mountain passes and to give an undertaking on the scope and
character of military assistance to the Pact members in the event
of their becoming involved in war. But after the coup in Iraq and
the Lebanese crisis, the United States committed herself to de-
fend a 3,000 frontier extending from Turkish Caucasus to the
Khyber Pass against both direct and indirect aggression.2 ' Upon
Iraq's withdrawal, the United States attempted to replace the
Baghdad Pact by immediately signing new bilateral military- assis-
tance treaties with Pakistan, Turkey, and Iran and forming a new
organization named the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO).
Moscow claimed that the new organization (CENTO) could not
prevent the Arab states from drawing closer to the Soviet Union.21
But as a matter of fact after the coup in Iraq, Nasser had backed
away from excessive dependence on the Soviet bloc and had in-
creased his precautions against communist infiltration in the Arab
world. Other Arab countries, including Iraq, tended to follow
UAR's example.
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